While it is well known that anisotropic migration is necessary to obtain accurate seismic images in many areas, parameter estimation has posed a serious challenge due to marked non-uniqueness. Our approach to mitigating this nonuniqueness involves:
As we enter into spring, there are signs all around us of change from emerging blossoms to warming water temperatures for fishing enthusiasts. We are also approaching our annual election for the Southeastern Geophysical Society. The Society needs your help and participation to continue to thrive in the future. By serving on the Executive Committee, you have an opportunity to meet and work with many outstanding geoscientists in our local industry. Working with the Committee, you are able to help strengthen the technical and personal interaction among our members, providing a more vibrant geophysical community.
There is also plenty of opportunity to shape the direction of our Society for years to come, giving a sense of fulfillment from this public service. We need your help and participation, and hope you will contact one of the current Executive Board members to volunteer. Nominations need to be received in March. Balloting is conducted in April, and results are presented in May at our general meeting.
Our speaker for March, Lorie K. Bear (ExxonMobil), will be giving a wonderful talk on " Incorporating non-seismic information for improved positioning with anisotropic PSDM".
This presentation is a terrific example of integrated velocity inversion for improved seismic imaging. Ms. Bear works in ExxonMobil's research group and is pushing the envelope of velocity modeling and seismic imaging. I hope you can attend the luncheon in the Fairmont Grand Ballroom on Thursday, March 11th, 2004.
The Southeastern Geophysical Society provides two types of scholarships annually to high school seniors planning to attend college, undergraduate, or graduate students, in good academic standing, who are a daughter/granddaughter or son/grandson of a current member of the SGS. The Bill Blair Memorial Scholarship is a fifteen hundred dollar scholarship. There are also several seven hundred and fifty dollar scholarships given through the local universities. The deadline for scholarships is April 9 and is fast approaching. The application from for scholarships can be found in this newsletter.
We are also sponsoring the Gulf Coast Energy Marketplace (GCEM) scheduled for April 6 -7, 2004 . This event will offer a unique opportunity for the people involved in the exploration, drilling, producing, transporting, and sales of oil and gas assets to gather and network. The GCEM will also provide the exposure to available capital for projects and technologies used in the ongoing quest for the nation's energy resources (please see http://www.gcem.net/ ). We are looking for volunteers to man our booth and help at the event.
Please contact Larry Franceware (contact at end of newsletter), if interested.
This coming May, we are planning to host a new event, the Southeastern Geophysical Symposium, "Geophysical Solutions in Gulf of Mexico Prospecting".
The event is intended to foster communication between our members in the New Orleans , the day following the Central Gulf Lease Sale. I urge you to send in your tournament team registration forms as soon as possible to both assure that your team has a spot in the tournament and to allow for the tournament committee to effectively plan and provide for a successful event. Eagle Geophysical is sponsoring a crawfish boil after tournament play. They have done an excellent job boiling the mudbugs the past two years and we welcome their support. There are still a number of holes available for sponsorship. The ditty bags need fillers and larger prizes are needed for the door prize drawing. The Golf Tournament is our primary source of revenue for the SGS Scholarship Fund and we are still in need of a few general sponsors.
The SGS considers these scholarships an important contribution to and promotion of scholastic excellence that should be a part of our professional society. Your participation in the golf tournament as a player and/or as a sponsor will help to support this worthy cause as well as provide for an enjoyable experience.
Super Science Saturday is March 27 from 10 AM to 2 PM at the Louisiana Children's Museum. I hope you can volunteer to work or bring a child to enjoy the hands-on activities and learn about dinosaurs, earthquakes and oil. I've worked this event for the past two years and everyone has a lot of fun.
The SGS will have an earthquake station (oscilloscope & geophone) where kids can see a graphical display of the "earthquake" w aves they generate by jumping. UNO will have a 12 channel seismograph system with a weight drop. There is also a fun Oil Finder game where you can try your luck at wildcatting. NOGS will have their dinosaur fossil collection on display. Admission is $6 but volunteers get in for free. See ad in this newsletter for more information.
Mark Friday, April 23 on your calendars for a one day course entitled "The New E&P Workforce: Adaptive Skills for Career Management". This is a hands-on seminar designed by and for geoscientists to provide specific techniques required today to manage careers, find and retain jobs, and make better career decisions in this uncertain business climate. We could all use a little advice these days when we are faced with jobs moving to Houston, company mergers, company downsizings, etc. This course was well received last year when hosted by the Houston Geological Society. More info to come.
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Our February luncheon brought together probably the most diverse group of attendees we have had so far this year as represented by regulatory, academia, engineers, geology, geophysics, retirees, life members, and of course our esteemed SGS Auxiliary. It was an honor to give recognition to our Southeastern Geophysical Auxiliary (SGA). We express our thanks and appreciation to Western Geco for both sponsoring our February luncheon and for allowing Andy Hannan (Schlumberger Reservoir Services) to attend and present a poster session. To compliment the diverse nature of our attendees was the unique opportunity we all had to both reflect on technical geophysics through Andy Hannan's poster session and then broaden our perspective into a new arena that deviates slightly from the technical that as geophysicists we are accustomed to with Bob Tippee's (Oil & Gas Journal) speaker presentation "License to Work". Our thanks go to both Bob Tippee and Andy Hannan for their very interesting and enlightening presentations. Andy's report will be published this summer Fostering technical communication among geoscientists in the New Orleans vicinity, the Geophysical Symposium will feature papers from our local New Orleans Geophysical community and the greater southeastern region. Subjects regarding all aspects of geophysical technologies practiced by those engaged in work throughout the gulf coast area will be considered. It is our hope that this symposium will: 
It's time to renew your membership dues!
Membership can be renewed through to May 31, 2005 when you sign up for the Golf Day/Student Scholarship Fundraiser or at any time from now onwards by paying the appropriate fee and completing a membership application form (found on the website or elsewhere in this publication). People say nothing's changed since last year but we are continually finding e-mail addresses that don't work, people have changed company (or their company has changed names on them by merger or whatever) or moved entirely out of the area. The only record we have of people being a member is this completed form and the only way we can reach you is by the addresses, physical or otherwise that you provide.
I'll speak a little more about the elections, the candidates, their biographies and the offices they're running for next month but for now Lifetime members are eligible to vote as may the recently renewed members listed below:
Woody Dahl
Stephen 
sponsored lunch!!! Mulligans available $5 each -2 per player maximum -----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------SGS GOLF TOURNAMENT REGISTRATION FORM DEADLINE FRIDAY, MARCH 12 TH
Membership application forms must be included for all nonmembers wishing to receive SGS membership benefits through May 2005 which include member discount for the 2005 golf tournament, annual society directory, free admittance to Fall Social, discount luncheon admittance, monthly newsletter and more!
Southeastern Geophysical Society Scholarship Program
Application for Scholarship
Name ____________________________________________________ Address ____________________________________________________ ____________________________________________________ General requirements for Eligibility:
1) A student must be enrolled or planning to enroll in college for the next school year.
2) A student must be a daughter/ granddaughter or son/ grandson, of a current SGS member.
3) The applicant must be: a) A high school senior planning to attend college next fall. b) An undergraduate or graduate college student whose grades are above average. 4) A student's need of financial assistance will be considered.
How to apply:
Fill out this form and mail it* promptly to: • Submit a transcript of your academic career thus far (high school/college through present)
•
Request two (2) letters of recommendation from faculty
Applications and supporting documents must be in the hands of the Scholarship Committee on or before April 9. Applications will not be considered unless the required transcripts and letters of recommendation are received by the Committee by the deadline. Special Note: Section Two requires you to complete only the part applicable to your current classification (i.e., High School Senior, Undergraduate, Graduate Student). Only one part of Section Two should be filled in.
High School Senior: Name of school now attending _________________________________________________________ Address of school now attending _________________________________________________________ When will you graduate from high school? _________________________________________________________ Include a transcript of your high school record for at least the last 3 years. List courses now in progress _________________________________________________________ ________________________________________________________ It is important that two letters of recommendation from your science or mathematics teacher or school principal, in support of your application, be requested by you and sent directly (by the teacher or principal) to the SGS Scholarship Committee. The Committee must receive these references no later than April 9. In addition, a transcript of your high school courses up to the present semester is required. (School Year) How do you plan to finance your education?
List any jobs held in the last three years. An attached resume would be desirable.
List all scholarships that you have been awarded including the value of each.
Briefly list and explain any time gaps that may have occurred in the pursuit of your education, i.e., full time employment, armed forces, etc.
Please furnish additional information, which you feel the Committee should have in considering your application (i.e., resume, personal statement).
